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This study investigates the impact of financial inclusion on income inequality and sustainability within the framework of the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Utilizing a longitudinal panel dataset spanning 2000 to 2024 and drawing
from reputable international databases—including the World Bank Global Findex,World Development Indicators, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund databases, United Nations Sustainable Development Goal indicators, United Nations Development
Programme Human Development Reports, and the Standardized World Income Inequality Database—the research con-
structs composite indices to measure financial inclusion and sustainability. Employing a panel Autoregressive Distributed
Lag model, the analysis reveals a robust, positive long-run relationship between financial inclusion and sustainability, with
financial inclusion significantly enhancing sustainability outcomes across economic, social, and environmental dimensions.
The findings underscore that financial inclusion facilitates broader access to credit, savings, insurance, and digital financial
services, empowering households and firms to invest productively and build resilience, thereby contributing to poverty
reduction, economic growth, and environmental stewardship. Gross Domestic Product growth emerges as a consistent
positive driver of sustainability, while inflation negatively affects it, highlighting the importance of macroeconomic stability.
Governance factors such as political stability and government consumption complement financial inclusion by accelerating
adjustment dynamics and reinforcing sustainable development. The study also identifies that the sustainability benefits of
foreign direct investment are contingent upon institutional quality. Policy recommendations emphasize the necessity of
long-term structural financial inclusion strategies, alignment with macroeconomic stability, complementary government
expenditure, institutional strengthening, and integration of financial inclusion into national sustainability frameworks. This
comprehensive approach ensures that financial inclusion acts as a strategic enabler for reducing income inequality and
achieving sustainable development goals, supporting inclusive and resilient economic systems globally.

Hassan Hamadi - hhamadi@ndu.edu.lb - Notre Dame University — Louaize, Lebanon

© 2026 The Authors. Business Research Proceedings Published by Luminous Insights, Wyoming, United States.

Distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license terms.


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?10.51300/BRP-2026-22&domain=pdf
hhamadi@ndu.edu.lb

Financial Inclusion, Income Inequality and Sustainability H. Hamadi, M. Rashed, O.Abou Saleh and J. Matta

Funding Statement

This research received no external funding.

Conflict of Interest

The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest regarding the publication of this paper.

Publisher Disclaimer

The views expressed in this article are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of their institutions, the
publisher, editors, or reviewers. The publisher and editorial team make no warranties regarding the accuracy or completeness of the
content and accept no responsibility for errors, omissions, or any consequences arising from its use. The publisher remains neutral
regarding jurisdictional claims in maps and institutional affiliations.

Cite as

Hamadi H., Rashed M.,Abou Saleh O., Matta J. (2026). The Impact of Financial Inclusion on Income Inequality and Sustainability: An
Analysis through the Lens of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. In Proceedings of the [st International Conference on Sustainable
Economies and Inclusive Growth (pp. 1-2). Business Research Proceedings. 10.51300/BRP-2026-22

Business Research Proceedings (2026) 2



